Newton High School

FFA and AGRI-SCIENCE

COURSE POLICIES

1. The primary aim of the Newton FFA chapter is the development of premier leadership, personal growth, and career success.

2. The primary aim of the Agricultural Science and Technology Department is to provide a quality education to all students which will give them knowledge, skills, and a desire to be productive and contributing citizens.

3. In keeping with the primary aims, members will abide by the following regulations in addition to those listed in the other sections of the NHS handbook:

a. Members of the Newton FFA Chapter must be enrolled in an agricultural class at Newton ISD or have completed all courses available. 

b. Members must pay all National, State, Area, District, and Chapter dues by October 15th of each year. 

c. Members will abide by NO PASS/NO PLAY rules of academic eligibility except in cases of co-curricular local activities, such as monthly chapter meetings and local community service projects. No academically ineligible student will be excused from school for an FFA activity.

4. Official FFA dress, as described in the FFA manual is suggested for all FFA functions and is required for certain functions including, but not limited to:

a. FFA conventions and banquets above local level.

(FFA officers WILL wear official dress to ALL conventions and banquets including local).

b. FFA leadership conferences

c. FFA leadership contests as stated in the FFA Manual

d. Other activities deemed appropriate by the FFA advisors

5. Members will conduct themselves properly at all times while representing the FFA chapter and Newton ISD. Punishment for inappropriate behavior may be in the form of:

a. Verbal reprimand
b. Exclusion from specified FFA activities

c. Expulsion from the FFA chapter and Agriculture Science Program

d. Other punishment as outlined by the Student Code of Conduct and the NHS student handbook.

6. To be a member of the Newton FFA the student must be enrolled in Newton ISD. 

Chapter Officer Guidelines 
1. FFA members must be finished with their freshmen year, and acquire the green hand degree before running for office

2. All FFA officer candidates must be enrolled in an Agriculture Science class for the year of office.
3. Candidates will turn in an application, give a speech, and take a written test

Officer Responsibilities:

a. Duties of office elected as outlined in National FFA Manual.

b. Attend all FFA meetings and functions.

c. Attend Area Leadership Camp, State FFA Convention.

d. In the event and officer has a conflict, absence must be approved by advisor prior to absence.

Removal from Office

i. Officer is absent from 2 events without advisors approval.

ii. Any action that can be deemed inappropriate for a FFA Member:

1. Drug use

2. Alcohol use
3. Criminal Activity
Livestock Shows

1. Teachers will attend the Houston Livestock show, Southwest Exposition or San Antonio, STSF, and Newton County Fair. 
2.  Other than previously listed shows if four (4) or more students are attending a show, an Agriculture Science teacher (1) will go upon approval of administration 

3. Any student is free to attend any show as long as they are eligible according to UIL academic and attendance rules. 
Conventions 

1. The Newton FFA Chapter will attend the McGee Bend District, Area IX, and Texas FFA convention each year. 

2. The Newton FFA Chapter will attend the national convention when it or its members are receiving a national award. 

Student Travel

1. Money budgeted by NISD for student travel will be used for students who advance to area, state, or national LDE or CDE contests. 

2. NISD money will be used for motel/hotel room and/or entry fees

3. NISD will fund any advisor approved expense incurred by a district or area officer.

Leadership Development and Career Development Events

1. Students participating in either contest must be eligible according to UIL academic and attendance rules. 

2. Students will attend all advisor approved practices or receive prior approval to be absent. 

3. If the team advances to the area, state or national contest, NISD will fund travel according to school policy.

